
the one pass about an inch into the other. This tin tube is
about three feet long ; or, to be more portable, it may consist
of two pieces each eighteen inches long, accurately fitted to
each other as above mentioned, and the joinings made air-tight,
by being neatly and firmly wrapped round with slips of wetted
bladder. A bladder capable of holding about a quart of li-
quid is then to be firmly fixed to the other end of the tin tube ;
and this bladder at the part opposite the end of the tube, is to
be provided with a ring and stopper, for the purpose of empty-
ing it, or pouring fluids into it.

In using this instrument, the oesophagus tube (which forms
one leg of the syphon) is to be introduced through the nose or
mouth into the stomach, so as nearly to reach the bottom. The
open end of the tin tube is then to be joined to the oesophagus
tube, and the joining made air-tight. The bladder being then
filled with water or any other fluid, the tin tube with its attach-
ed bladder is to be raised towards a perpendicular, when the
fluid will instantly descend into the stomach.

In order to extract this fluid again, and with it the other con-
tents of the stomach, it will only be necessary to depress the
tin tube so as to bring the bladder below the level of the sto-
mach, and thus form as it were a common syphon. And this
process of filling and emptying the stomach alternately, may of
course be repeated as often as it may be deemed necessary.—
Edin. Journ. of Science, July.

Note.—In the Edin. Med. Journ. for April, and in the Re-
rosiTORV for July, (p. 66) a case of poisoning by opium is given,
in which this simple instrument was successfully employed by
Dr Alison of Edinburgh.—Lond. Med. Repos.

Remarks respecting the Coroner's Inquest held on a Patient who
died in St. George's Hospital. By a disinterested Physician.*—
It has never come to my knowledge to have heard of such utter

* It maybe proper to state, that these remarks are written by a physician known
to, and justly respected by, the profession—of much eminence iu one of the
largest country towns, not in any way connected with hospitals, and no farther in-
terested in this matter than his laudable zeal for the respectability of the profes-
sion leads him to warn the unheeding part of it, that eagerly catch at whatever is
calculated to lower those who arc more eminent than themselves, from adopting a

mode of conduct, or countenancing the diffusion of opinions, which can in no ways
elevate themselves or promote their own interests, but which will inevitably—if so

promoted—bring discredit upon the profession genera-lly, and lower themselves with
all above them. They may rest assured that they who adopt a line of conduct,
which we here warn against, will not be the individuals «ho will rise in the general
anarchy of professional feeling and conduct which those practices will occasion.—
The editors need not add, that, by giving these remarks insertion, with this
approval, they may be considered as entirely approving of, and adopting tbi
men*« which it conl

Remarks respecting the Coroner's Inquest held on a Patient who
died in St. George's Hospital. By a disinterested Physician.*\p=m-\
It has never come to my knowledge to have heard of such utter

*It may be proper to state, that these remarks are written by a physician known
to, and justly respected by, the profession\p=m-\of much eminence in one of the
largest country towns, not in any way connected with hospitals, and no farther in-
terested in this matter than his laudable zeal for the respectability of the profes-
sion leads him to warn the unheeding part of it, that eagerly catch at whatever is
calculated to lower those who are more eminent than themselves, from adopting a
mode of conduct, or countenancing the diffusion of opinions, which can in no ways
elevate themselves or promote their own interests, but which will inevitably\p=m-\if so

promoted\p=m-\bring discredit upon the profession generally, and lower themselves with
all above them. They may rest assured that they who adopt a line of conduct,
which we here warn against, will not be the individuals who will rise in the general
anarchy of professional feeling and conduct which these practices will occasion.\p=m-\
The editors need not add, that, by giving these remarks insertion, with this noteof
approval, they may be considered as entirely approving of, and adoptingthesent$
ments which it contains.
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contempt of evidence in a jury, nor such a want of compre-hension of the duties that office imposes on a juryman, as were
displayed by the jury of this inquest, and by its foreman—Mr
Bailley. I do not now speak of the merits of the practice—
nor can I bring myself to believe that the jury had aught to do
with those merits, otherwise every dissatisfied relative of a pa-
tient who has died in an hospital, or under the care of a prac-titioner or practitioners in private practice, may have the means
of almost ruining the physician or surgeon who attended him,
or of seriously injuring the institution in which he died, in a
similar unjust manner as in the present case.—Of the merits of
the practice, I have said, it is not my intention to speak, be-
cause it in no manner belongs to the view of the transaction
which most intimately concerns all medical men possessed of
those feelings which ought to imbue the mind of men of libe-
ral education and of gentlemen, and who dislike to see matters
peculiarly belonging to them, interesting their general reputa-
tions, and on which they themselves are alone capable of judg-
ing, decided upon by persons who, we will venture to say, are

generally illiterate", and on topics connected with this inquest
particularly uninformed; but 1 will speak of the verdict of the
coroner's jury, of the very improper conduct of the coroner
himself in suffering that verdict to be recorded, proceeding, as
it did, under circumstances of the grossest impropriety, and in
defiance of the testimony that had come before them, and of the
effect it is calculated to have upon the profession and upon the
community. The coroner and his jury had not even a com-

plete statement of the case, and the medical evidence, such as
it was, went to the justification of the treatment, yet the fore-
man, making himself both a party concerned and a judge in
the matter, and both acting and speaking from prejudices de-
rived from no very respectable source, bawls out—for no other
term ought to be applied to it—' I think he has died from negli-
gence and bad treatment;' and forthwith, though the coroner

appears to have known better, a verdict is given, which must
remain among the county records ' as the true presentment' of a

jury, whose foreman acknowledged, that he had procured himself to
be impannelled because he thought the man had not been properly
attended to ; and this verdict is found, when coolly inquired
into, so thoroughly unsupported, that the foreman is under the
necessity of making a handsome donation to the hospital, to
prevent the inference that otherwise must have been drawn,
that he had been influenced not merely by humanity, but base
rancour against an individual. That any man should be so
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wanting in all sense of right, as to have supposed himself a pro-
per person for a juryman, having formed his opinions previous
to inquiring into the evidence, is a matter to me of no small sur-

prise, and is only exceeded by my wonder at his afterwards
acknowledging it. This, though it acquit not the juryman of
gross ignorance, is at least demonstrative that his intentions were
not malicious. But it is but right to look at the effect which an

inquest thus turbulently held and hastily concluded is calcula-
ted to have both on the hospital and the surgeon to whose care
the man had been consigned—it might, indeed, be carried far-
ther, 1 mean to hospitals generally. Few people, comparative-ly speaking, can weigh evidence, but all can understand the
plain language of a verdict; and though the very last thing
which I would wish to see concealed would be the wrong treat-
ment or the negligence exhibited in hospitals, medical men, as
a body, have a right to demand, that none but members of their
ownprofession shall sit as judges upon them, because they only arc

capable of understanding the real merits of the question ; they only
can tell when a difference from the routine practice, or adherence to
old plans, arises from ignorance or real science. Had this been
the case in the present instance, questionless the inquiry would
have been longer, and the satisfaction of those examining into
the evidence more complete, while they who only can compre-
hend a verdict would have gone away impressed with truth in-
stead of falsehood. But now the result of the after-inquiry
will never be able to wipe off from the minds of many the pre-
judices they have imbibed, both against the hospital and against
the surgeon ; and many will continue to say, that some truth
must have been united with it, or a jury of twelve Englishmen
would never have come to such a verdict. Among the poor
and uninformed, also, the ill-will already borne against all hos-
pitals, and their ready belief of every tale of bad food, bad
practice, negligence, inattention, &c, in which already theylove to believe, will be increased, and the utility of charitable
establishments of this kind, to say the very least, materially
lessened. And to all this it may be said, that a single case on-

ly has happened, and from a single case nothing need be ap-
prehended. True, if it remain a single case ; but it is from the
repetition of single cases that effect is made upon the public
mind, which, unless timely opposed, will be as detrimental to
science as to humanity. For the effect of these kind of legalcalumnies is to check science, and to bind surgeons down in
eternal trammels, till they would become as mechanical and as
worthless a race as the legislated Chinese, who have moved
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in the same dull circle, without retrograde and without advance,
for so many centuries. And against humanity it will act in two
ways:—it will prevent many real objects of charity taking ad-
vantage of such institutions ; and it will leave them to be occu-
pied by those only who are utterly and thoroughly destitute,
and who, consequently, having no friends to watch over them,
or to regard the attention they may receive, will be dependent
upon the humane feelings of the officers of the charity only
for proper care. And though these might safely be relied
upon while the present race remains, who have had the influ-
ence of a contrary system, it requires but little knowledge of
mankind to know that our very best feelings have something
selfish attached to them ; and that in the attention a medical
man pays to the poor, he looks, at the same time, to their wel-
fare and his own, and is not less stimulated by the hope of ad-
vancing his own reputation and fortune, than by the benefits he
is enabled to confer upon a fellow-creature. His humane feel-
ings once excited, he will be induced, indeed, to go very far
where no self-interest is manifestly served ; but the difficulty of
exciting these will be just in proportion to their apparent sepa-ration from the personal advantage of the surgeon.

It was not till after the above had been written, that I per-ceived that what I have said only from inference has reallyhappened, and that one of the daily papers has persisted in the
truth of a charge which has been so completely refuted. With
men like this writer, who ' live by lying and slandering, and
slake their thirst by evil speaking,' no assertion of mine proba-
bly will have any weight, nor, indeed, do I regard such per-
sons as worthy of a serious endeavour to convince them. Yet
it may be as well to remind even such individuals, that the
reputation of the living is of as much importance as the treat-
ment of the dead, and that that is but a sorry cause which can

only be supported by adding falsehood to falsehood, and malig-nity to injustice. To impute evil conduct to the nurses be-
cause they exculpate themselves, to disbelieve a witness be-
cause he speaks not as the slanderer wills, may, indeed, be the
proper office of these modern liberals; but certain I am, that
no honest, no conscientious man can look at the manner in
which this subject has been treated by one part of the publicdaily press, without feelings of disgust and shame—disgust at
that hypocrisy which, under the pretence of compassion for
the dead, seeks only to calumniate the living; and shame, that
a country which owes so much to public discussion, should

within its bosom such a perverter of the blessing—
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shame, in fact, to be compelled to acknowledge him as a coun-
tryman. One assertion, however, I will dare to make, and
sure 1 am that it cannot be refuted. Negligence and inatten-
tion to the comforts of hospital patients can scarcely £ver hap-
pen, so public and so open to investigation are these establish-
ments, and so little reluctance do the objects of their relief ex-
hibit in complaining even when there is no reason for com-

plaint. And with respect to medical and surgical treatment,
though occasionally improper persons may be appointed to
these institutions (and this is but occasionally.) the inmates of
hospitals are infinitely more certain of the very best manage-
ment, than nine-tenths of those who have never been objects of
charity.I have been induced to make these remarks, because, though
the daily press took the matter up with great bitterness, except-
ing the Editor of the Nezo Times, no one has been honest
enough to retract their first opinions, or, at least, have done so
in a single paragraph, while whole columns were devoted to
abuse of the surgeon and the institution. How this can be
reconciled to just dealing, 1 know not—to me it seems that their
object is to pander to the vile taste of the populace by per-
petual calumny, but that to notice things ofgood report, or givethe public correct information, is considered as a very subor-
dinate part of their duty. They arc, indeed, in the language of
Lord Bacon, among those who, possessed of ' a natural malig-
nity, do not affect the good of others, but in other men's ca-
lamities are, as it were, in season, and are even on the loading
parts.'—E. Lond. Med. Repos. pp. 282\p=m-\285.

DRChervin.—The Bulletin des Sciences Medicales con-
tains the following notice of this Physician :

' Dr Chervin, in order to settle the question of the conta-
gious nature of yellow fever, has employed himself in the most
painful and dangerous researches ; the whole conducted entire-
ly at his own expense. He left Paris in October, 1814, and
arrived atGaudaloupe in December of the same year: he has
since visited Cayenne, the Antilles, the coasts of North Ameri-
ca (from Louisiana to the main,) and the whole of Spanish
South America, with the purpose of witnessing this fever,—
collecting information from every possible source,—and ex-

amining all the public and private documents bearing upon the
question. He, in the years 1816 and 1817, opened the bodies
of upwards of five hundred persons who had died nf this dès-
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